Fishing industry letter of support
Dear Member for ___ / Premier / Treasurer,
Re: Support for Queensland Productivity Commission inquiry into checking the science affecting the commercial fishing industry
As a [x-generation] Queensland commercial fisher working in [region/port], I wish to express my support for a Queensland Productivity Commission (QPC) inquiry into whether the science underpinning fisheries regulation is being properly checked against real-world outcomes.
Those of us who work at sea understand the importance of sustainable fishing - our livelihoods depend on healthy stocks and responsible management. 
However many commercial operators have seen increasing restrictions and closures applied to traditional fishing grounds, often based on science that has not been independently reviewed around its integrity.
In short, we don’t know what science is believable, and what is not true.
My own operation has been directly affected by losing access to [area/species/season], which has directly reduced viable fishing days and income – and through that, jobs.
We have one of the largest fishing zones in the world, but the imposition of ongoing restrictions and a rising tide of regulations on Queensland’s fishing industry means around two-thirds of the seafood on supermarket shelves is now being imported.
It’s no longer the situation that it comes from our boats to tables in cities, townships and communities – and this is adding to the cost-of-living crisis hitting households in Queensland.
An independent review by the Queensland Productivity Commission would provide a transparent and evidence-based process to examine whether regulatory settings remain scientifically justified, proportionate and aligned with both sustainability goals and the long-term viability of Australian seafood production.
I support the proposal for the Queensland Government to refer “checking the science” to the Queensland Productivity Commission for independent assessment.
Thank you for considering the perspective of those working within Queensland’s commercial fishing industry.
Yours sincerely,
[Full Name]
[Port / Town / Address]
[Optional title / other details]

